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legal
Disclaimer: the author and publisher of this book cannot be held responsible for any losses 

achieved by following the advice. always use your head, do your research and consider your 

own unique situation. 

copyright: we’re very excited to share The Camera Buying Guide under the creative com-

mons attribution-noncommercial 3.0 Unported license. that means you can share this book, 

quote it, or adapt it, as long as you attribute photography concentrate when you do so. you 

may not use this book or any of it’s content for commercial purposes. For more information 

click on the image below.

trademarks: this guide identifies product names and services known to be trademarks, reg-

istered trademarks, or service marks of their respective holders. they are assumed to be the 

property of their respective owners, and are used only for reference. the author and publisher 

are not associated with any product or vendor mentioned in this guide.

http://www.photographyconcentrate.com
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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If you haven’t “met” us before, then we’ll take a second to introduce ourselves!

we’re rob and Lauren, the head ninjas at photography concentrate. we are 

professional photographers who really really really love photography. we love it 

so much, in fact, that we want to help others do it so they can be happy too!

In terms of shooting, we create fun portraits for our awesome clients, and love 

traveling and taking pictures all around the world. 

well, enough about us. Let’s get down to learning, shall we?

abouT us

http://www.photographyconcentrate.com
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hello!
So you’re about to embark on a thrilling journey —buying a shiny new 

camera!!! Sweet!! If you haven’t purchased one of these magical de-

vices before you might be a bit intimidated. what are all the different 

types? what accessories do you actually need? what do all those let-

ters and numbers mean?  there are so many options available it can 

be difficult to know where to start. 

worry not, brave adventurer. this guide is designed to help you get 

up to speed, and feel confident when you finally make that purchase. 

Because that’s when the fun stuff starts, and you get to create mind 

blowing images with that snazzy gadget.

So let’s dive right in and get going. you’ve got a whole lot of fun times 

ahead of you!

http://www.photographyconcentrate.com
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Types of 
cameras.

there are a ton of different types of cameras, 
from little point-and-shoots to big fancy DSLrs. 
Let’s take a look at the different types, and what 
makes them each unique!

http://www.photographyconcentrate.com
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dslr
when you think of a big, fancy, expensive camera, you’re probably picturing 

a DSLr. 

these cameras are made up of two main parts —the body and the lens. you 

can buy the body by itself, or with a lens, but you’ll need both parts to take a 

photo. the lenses can be taken off and changed (aka. interchangeable).

DSLr stands for digital single lens reflex. these are digital cameras that fea-

ture a mirror that allows you to actually look through the lens to compose 

your image. this gives you the most accurate idea of what your final image 

will look like when you take the photo. 

the camera records the digital image on a sensor, and in DSLrs the sensors 

are quite large (either equivalent to the size of 35mm film, or a bit smaller). 

when it comes to image quality, the lens plays a really large role. with 

DSLrs you can find a wide range of high quality lenses giving you a lot of 

choice and variety possible for your photos.

another great benefit of the DSLr is that the larger sensor usually provides 

better low light noise performance as well as better background blur (aka. 

bokeh). 

If you’re interested in pursuing photography as a serious hobby or profes-

sionally then a DSLr is what you’re looking for. 

lens

body

http://www.photographyconcentrate.com
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micro 4/3

mirrorless
In recent years a new format of camera has become popular. these are known 

as either micro 4/3, mirrorless, or interchangeable lens cameras. they have a 

lot of the same features as a DSLr but in a smaller body, without the mirror. 

there is a trade off for the nice small size of these cameras. they often feature 

smaller sensors than those found in DSLrs, which reduces the low light capa-

bilities, and depth of field capabilities. 

Interchangeable lenses are also a feature of these cameras, however the qual-

ity and selection of lenses usually isn’t as great as those found with DSLrs. 

this format of camera is great for everyone from the casual hobbyist to the 

advanced amateur. as the quality of lenses increases this may even become a 

professional option.

or

This is the Sony NEX, a mirrorless 
camera. We carry this around with us 
all the time, and are big fans. Check 
out our field test of the NEX, where we 
used it for a month in Buenos Aires!

http://www.photographyconcentrate.com
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Micro_Four_Thirds_system
http://www.photographyconcentrate.com/2011/may/30/sony-nex-field-test/
http://www.photographyconcentrate.com/2011/may/30/sony-nex-field-test/
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compacT
poinT & shooT

these are usually the smallest cameras. they have the smallest sen-

sors, and typically don’t feature interchangeable lenses. the quality 

of images from these cameras has improved a lot in recent years, but 

doesn’t really compete with the performance of a DSLr or mirrorless 

system. 

these cameras are great for casual use but are often limiting for those 

interested in progressing with their photography. you don’t get much 

variety with lenses, some models don’t have manual controls for all 

the settings, and the small sensor doesn’t produce the best  image 

quality. the autofocus systems on these cameras are generally pretty 

slow. and there’s that frustrating lag between when you press the 

shutter release and when the camera takes the photo.

that being said, it’s definitely possible to take great photos with a 

point-and-shoot. But if you want to really get into photography you’ll 

grow out of a point-and-shoot pretty quickly.

http://www.photographyconcentrate.com
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essenTials.
cameras have a ton of different features—some essential, 
and some that sound super cool, but you never end up 
using. here is a peek at the features that really matter in a 
camera.

http://www.photographyconcentrate.com
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manual 
shooTing mode
manual mode allows you to take full creative control over the exposure of 

an image. you select aperture, shutter speed and ISo instead of letting the 

camera do it, which is what happens in automatic modes.

now, automatic and semi-automatic (av & tv or S) modes are useful, and 

can make it really easy to take photos. But learning how to shoot in manual 

mode will allow you the most control over the look of your images, and help 

you understand what’s going on when your camera takes a photo.

If you’re just starting out you may not want to shoot in manual mode right 

away, but having it as an option you can grow into is a great benefit.

check to see if the camera you’re interested in has manual mode (usually la-

beled “m”). most DSLrs and micro 4/3 cameras have manual mode but some 

point-and-shoot compact cameras only have automatic modes. If a compact 

camera does have manual mode check to see that it’s actually easy to use. 

Because of their smaller size the controls are often limited and can’t quickly 

be changed, making it rather impractical!

A
M

P SA
U
TO

http://www.photographyconcentrate.com
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iso
ISo controls how sensitive the camera’s sensor is to light. By increasing 

the sensor sensitivity you’re able to shoot in darker conditions without 

a flash. Look for cameras that offer ISo 1600 or higher. Some cameras 

can shoot as high as ISo 25,000 – 102,000! 

now, there is a trade-off to using a high ISo setting. higher ISos usually 

mean more noise (coloured speckles) and grainier images. 

Luckily cameras are getting better and better at noise performance, and 

you’re able to get useable images at higher settings. check online to see 

if sample images are available from the camera you’re looking at!

Editing programs 
like Adobe Lightroom 
can get rid of a lot of 
digital noise! 

http://www.photographyconcentrate.com
http://www.adobe.com/products/photoshoplightroom/
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megapixels
megapixels (mp) are a measure of the resolution of a camera. the 

larger the megapixels the larger the print you can make. 

It’s important to point out that you probably don’t need a camera that 

has a huge number of megapixels. For typical 4x6 inch and 5x7 inch 

prints you only need 4mp! and a 8mp camera will easily make 8x10 

inch prints. with 20mp you will be able to create super high quality 

12x18 inch prints. 

you can also print larger with less megapixels by reducing the print 

resolution. we’ve made great looking 40x60 inch canvas prints using a 

12mp camera. Larger prints often require greater viewing distances in 

order to take in the whole image, so you can get away with lower print 

resolutions (especially if printing on a coarse medium like canvas).

Long story short, megapixels are just one part of the story of what 

makes a great camera, so don’t get distracted by them!

http://www.photographyconcentrate.com
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ergonomics
a big thing to consider when purchasing a camera is simply how it feels in your 

hands. you’ll be holding it all the time, so get to know it! here are a few areas to con-

sider, ergonomically speaking.

Size - are you able to easily reach all the buttons? Does the camera feel comfort-

able in your hands? how does it feel when the camera is close up to your face? (go 

to a store and actually hold the camera to figure this stuff out!)

Weight - generally cameras in similar classes will weigh a similar amount. if 

you’re just starting out with photography consider getting a camera that you can 

take with you everywhere. you’re more likely to carry around a smaller, lighter cam-

era than a full size bulkier camera. It might mean a trade off in quality, but you’ll miss 

100% of the shots you don’t take because you left your camera at home. 

Durability - Some cameras are more rugged than others, featuring magnesi-

um alloy internal frames and weather sealing. these may or may not be features nec-

essary to you, depending on what crazy situations you’re planning to photograph!

menu SyStem - make sure that the menu system is straight forward and easy 

to use. every camera is different but you should be able to figure out how to navigate 

the menu within a few minutes. 

http://www.photographyconcentrate.com
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raw
the raw format is a file format that some cameras can save images 

in. Jpeg is another common picture file format. 

the difference between the two is that the raw format records all 

the information captured by the sensor and allows you the most flex-

ibility when it comes to post processing (especially when correcting 

mistakes!). Jpeg actually discards data when it compresses the image 

into a smaller file.

almost all DSLrs, micro 4/3, and mirrorless cameras can shoot in the 

raw format (as well as in Jpeg format). very few compact point and 

shoot cameras have the option to shoot in raw and are limited to the 

Jpeg format.

If you’re serious about photography you’ll definitely want raw capa-

bility. check out this article for 10 reasons you should shoot in raw!

If you’re interested in 

learning more about 

processing your RAW 

files check out Super 

Photo Editing Skills 

http://www.photographyconcentrate.com
http://www.photographyconcentrate.com/2011/jun/20/10-reasons-why-you-should-be-shooting-raw/
http://www.photographyconcentrate.com/super-photo-editing-skills/
http://www.photographyconcentrate.com/super-photo-editing-skills/
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auTo focus
when taking a photo, one of the first steps is to focus the camera on 

the subject of your image. proper focus is a huge part of great photog-

raphy, because it draws the viewer’s eye through your image. missing 

focus is an easy way to ruin a great shot! 

checking out the auto focus system in a potential camera is a big con-

sideration when making your decision. here’s how to try it out.

By pressing the shutter release halfway down you should activate the 

camera’s autofocus system. If there is a viewfinder hold the camera up 

to your face and, while looking through the viewfinder, press the shut-

ter release halfway down. 

Does the camera focus quickly? accurately? try focusing on something 

close, and then something far, and back again. If the camera is slow to 

focus, or has difficulty focusing then look for another camera! when 

you want to take a photo you need to be able to focus quickly and ac-

curately or you’ll likely end up missing the shot.

http://www.photographyconcentrate.com
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addiTional
feaTures.
most cameras have some other nifty, though less essential, 
features. these can be really fun to experiment with and 
can make the camera more enjoyable to use.

http://www.photographyconcentrate.com
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addiTional 
feaTures
Different cameras all have different features, so step one is to read up on the camera you’re look-

ing at! these are a few features that the model you’re interested in might have. 

pano moDe - this feature allows you to take multiple images of a scene and the camera will 

stitch them together automatically. this is a feature common in point-and-shoot and some mir-

rorless cameras, but not as common in DSLrs. 

image Stabilization - this features reduces vibration and shakiness when shooting. 

Sometimes the mechanism is inside the camera, or sometimes it’s a feature found in the lens. It 

helps reduce blurriness in low light shooting. 

ViDeo recorDing - almost all types of cameras now feature video recording. the 

standard for hD (high Definition) is 720p which a lot of point and shoots (and even phones) are 

capable of recording. you’ll usually find 1080p recording, manual control of exposure, and better 

quality video (more out of focus backgrounds) with video capable DSLr, micro 4/3 and mirrorless 

cameras. 

frameS per SeconD- this is how many photos the camera can take per second. a high-

er frames per second (fps) capability is useful if you’re shooting sports or other fast action scenes. 

http://www.photographyconcentrate.com
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addiTional 
feaTures
automatic SenSor cleaning - many cameras have a feature that shakes dust 

off the sensor using ultrasonic vibrations. this is beneficial feature, but it doesn’t always work 

perfectly in removing sensor dust. 

lcD - not all LcDs are created equal! Some feature higher resolution screens that display 

your images better. Screens with 900k pixels or more are some of the best at the moment. 

you can usually notice the difference by just looking at a couple different screens.

VieWfinDer - the viewfinder is what you look at to compose your image. DSLrs have 

one that actually looks through the lens. other cameras may only have an LcD on the back. 

they may also have an optional add-on viewfinder, or an electronic viewfinder.  with really 

cheap cameras the viewfinder is sometimes just a hole that goes through the camera body! 

make sure to understand all your viewfinder options!

remember, a lot of these additional features become “selling points” when the salesperson 

is discussing cameras with you. they sound fancy, and can be a lot of fun, but make sure to 

consider them in conjunction with all the essentials we talked about previously!

http://www.photographyconcentrate.com
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brands.
the brand of your camera doesn’t have much to do with 
the quality of images you create. that’s all about you as 
a photographer! But brands get a lot of attention in the 
photography world, so let’s talk about them.

http://www.photographyconcentrate.com
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canon

nikon
the two major manufacturers of DSLrs are canon and nikon. many photographers feel 

incredibly loyal to their brand of choice. to each their own. we personally are just looking 

for the camera that fits our needs best, no matter who makes it! 

canon holds the largest market share around 44% (2010) with nikon following with 30%. 

Both make cameras along the entire spectrum, from point-and-shoots to high end DSLrs. 

By choosing a canon or nikon camera you’ll find the widest selection of compatible lenses  

and accessories (both brand name and 3rd party). 

they both build solid cameras that function well, and each have their own pros and cons. 

It’s generally agreed upon that nikons have better build quality and focusing, while canon 

has a better selection of lenses. they each seem to render colour differently as well. 

your best bet in choosing will probably come in trying out each brand, and seeing which 

ones feels better to you. Don’t get peer-pressured!

and

http://www.photographyconcentrate.com
http://www.canon.com
http://www.nikon.com
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Sony is also aggressively pursuing the DSLr market. the cameras they offer have 

some innovative features that seem ahead of where canon and nikon are, and 

at cheaper prices. they’re also developing a pretty competitive line up of lenses 

and are a serious alternative to the canon/nikon domination.

other camera manufacturers like pentax and olympus do make DSLrs, but 

their selection of lenses is pretty limited compared to the other manufacturers. 

Something to keep in mind if you’re interested in using multiple lenses with your 

camera.

In terms of micro 4/3 and mirrorless cameras, panasonic, olympus and Sony 

dominate market share. olympus and panasonic have a good head start with 

micro 4/3 cameras but Sony is rocking the mirrorless segment with their nex 

line. these feature a larger sensor than micro 4/3 cameras, and some really neat 

features.  Lots of great options here!

It seems as though every manufacturer has their hands in the compact point-

and-shoot market. In that extremely competitive space your best bet is to find a 

camera that you’ll take with you everywhere. Brand name shouldn’t play as big 

of a role in your purchasing decision.

oTher
brands

http://www.photographyconcentrate.com
http://www.sony.com
http://www.pentax.jp/english/globalsites/index.html
http://www.olympuscanada.com/index.asp
http://panasonic.net/avc/lumix/
http://www.olympuscanada.com/cpg_section/cpg_digital_pen.asp?section=pen
http://store.sony.ca/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/CategoryDisplay?storeId=20153&langId=200&catalogId=100803&identifier=S_NEX
http://store.sony.ca/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/CategoryDisplay?storeId=20153&langId=200&catalogId=100803&identifier=S_NEX
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lenses.
a camera lens contains pieces of glass that focus 
incoming light. It’s an essential part of the camera, 
and can make a big difference in the look of your 
images!

http://www.photographyconcentrate.com
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lenses 101
to feel confident picking a lens for your camera you should first know a few basic things 

about lenses!

focal length - the focal length (measured in mm) determines the angle of view 

that a lens will capture. a wide angle lens will capture a lot of the scene, and a telephoto 

lens will capture only a small portion. wide angle lenses range from 15mm to 35mm.  

normal lenses are around 50mm, and most closely resemble what your eye sees. telephoto 

lenses range from 85mm to 200mm+. 

aperture - the aperture is the hole inside the lens that opens and closes to control 

the amount of light entering the camera, and it is represented by f values (like f/2.8 or f/5.6). 

Lenses are described by their maximum aperture, which is the most open the aperture can 

go. So a lens might be a 50mm f/1.4, which means the focal length is 50mm, and the maxi-

mum aperture is f/1.4. the larger (more open) the maximum aperture, the smaller the f value, 

and the more expensive the lens will be. this is because it has the ability to collect more light 

and give you more background blur, which is awesome!

zoom lenSeS - a zoom lens covers a range of focal lengths and allows you to shift 

(zoom!) between any focal length in the range, which is very convenient! the downside to 

zooms is that they usually have smaller maximum apertures, or are quite expensive for larger 

maximum apertures. 

prime lenSeS - a prime lens has a single fixed focal length. If you want to change per-

spective you have to move closer or further from your subject, or switch lenses. prime lenses 

generally have larger maximum apertures, giving you better background blur, better perfor-

mance in low light, and usually better image quality! 

If you want to learn 

more about lenses check 

out Extremely Essential 

Camera Skills!

http://www.photographyconcentrate.com
http://www.photographyconcentrate.com/extremely-essential-camera-skills/
http://www.photographyconcentrate.com/extremely-essential-camera-skills/
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kiT lenses
most DSLr, micro 4/3, and mirrorless cameras come with what’s 

called a “kit lens”. this is usually a cheaper mid-range zoom lens. 

For all purpose photography this is usually a good lens to start off 

with. But as you progress you’ll probably want to experiment with 

different lenses (lenses that blur out the background more, allow 

you to shoot closer up, or help you to zoom in on objects that are 

farther away.) the quality of the glass in kit lenses is also generally 

lower, so you’ll find that these don’t always render colours well, and 

don’t produce the sharpest images. 

Basically you can expect to upgrade from a kit lens pretty quickly!

http://www.photographyconcentrate.com
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our recommendation is always to start off with an affordable 

prime lens. as we talked about before, a prime lens is one fo-

cal length (which means you can’t zoom in and out). this forces 

you to physically move around in order to compose your images, 

which gets you more involved in the process of taking a photo.

the image quality from prime lenses and their ability to blur out 

the background is often much better than zoom lenses. you’ll see 

better quality photos, and spend more time thinking about the 

process of creating your images. win-win!

great affordable prime lenses to start out with include the 50mm 

f/1.8 lens and the 28mm f/2.8. these lenses run in the $100-200 

range and both canon and nikon offer affordable versions.

beginner lenses

http://www.photographyconcentrate.com
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accessories,
where To 
buy, price & 
more

http://www.photographyconcentrate.com


28
www.photographyconcentrate.com

necessary 
accessories
contrary to what the salesperson might say, you don’t actually need a lot 

of accessories with your camera! So don’t get pressured into buying lots of 

gizmos. Shop around, and get only what you absolutely need. you can always 

get more toys as you shoot more! here are the essentials that you’ll need to 

keep your camera going.

Spare batterieS - It sucks when your camera battery dies right when 

you are about to take an epic shot! Don’t let that happen. Since many cam-

eras often take their own special batteries, having a spare is a good idea. one 

thing to keep in mind is that generic batteries can often be purchased online 

for a quarter the price of original batteries. Sterlingtek has a huge selection, 

or you can check B&h. 

memory carDS - you’ll need a memory card in order to record im-

ages taken with your camera. try to stick to a major brand name (like SanDisk 

or Lexar). In our own experience brand name cards are more reliable and less 

prone to producing errors. they cost more, but are worth it!

Camera
Battery

Memory
Card

http://www.photographyconcentrate.com
http://sterlingtek.com/
http://www.bhphoto.com
http://www.sandisk.com/
http://www.lexar.com/
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necessary 
accessories
camera bag - If you’re going to be carrying your camera around you’ll need 

a bag. try to make it something small enough (and stylish enough!) that you’ll take 

it with you everywhere. check out camBags.com for a ton of great reviews! 

the big thing to consider is ease of use. can you quickly and easily get the camera 

out of the bag when you need to take a photo? are the different compartments 

easy to access, and are they large enough to store your accessories (spare lens, 

spare battery, spare memory cards)? 

another option instead of a dedicated camera bag is an insert. you can protect 

your camera, but use a backpack or purse that you already own. Unfortunately 

there aren’t a lot of these being produced right now. we have used small camera 

holsters and just popped them into our backpack when travelling.

Long story short, finding the perfect camera bag for your needs is a challenge, so 

take your time looking around!

memory carD reaDer - most cameras include a USB cable that you 

can use to connect the camera to your computer to upload your photos but that 

is so tedious! If you don’t already have one, definitely get yourself a memory card 

reader. your computer or monitor might already have one built in, so check that 

first. If not a basic one should run you $15-$25.

Camera Bag - This is the Domke 
F-802 Reporter’s Satchel. Like 
what Indiana Jones wears.

Memory
Card Reader

http://www.photographyconcentrate.com
http://www.cambags.com/
http://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/buy/Holster-Bags/ci/4342/N/4232860961
http://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/buy/Holster-Bags/ci/4342/N/4232860961
http://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/product/16033-REG/Domke_701_82S_F_802_Reporter_s_Satchel_Shoulder.html
http://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/product/16033-REG/Domke_701_82S_F_802_Reporter_s_Satchel_Shoulder.html


30
www.photographyconcentrate.com

cleaning 
accessories
keeping your camera clean is important! you don’t want to spend hours getting 

rid of dust spots in all your awesome photos. and happily you only need a few 

tools to keep things spiffy.

lenS pen - a lens pen allows you to clean smudges and dust off your lens. 

this is a must-have! we keep a constant stock of these.

microfiber toWelS - For cleaning everything from lenses, LcDs, 

camera bodies. easy, cheap, and versatile. 

rocket bloWer - a rocket blower is great for blowing off dust from 

lenses and sensors.

Screen protector - the simple, clear adhesive screen protectors that 

you stick right onto the LcD can be fantastic little accessories. we didn’t use 

them at first, and have scratched up screens to show for it!

Lens Pen

Rocket
Blower

Microfiber
Towel

http://www.photographyconcentrate.com
http://www.lenspen.com/
http://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/product/259157-REG/Giottos_AA1900_Rocket_Air_Blower.html
http://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/search?Ntt=screen+protector&N=0&InitialSearch=yes
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opTional 
accessories
these are the accessories that you definitely don’t need. they certainly can be 

useful, but don’t feel like you have to purchase them in order to take great pho-

tos!

tripoD - many photographers getting started (ourselves included) think a 

tripod is a necessity, and spend a considerable chunk of money on one. then 

that fancy stand just sits in the closet collecting dust! Unless you’re planning on 

doing a lot of landscape photography, an expensive tripod isn’t a necessity. If you 

want to try out landscape or long-exposure photography you can start off with a 

cheap tripod to see if you use it frequently before investing a lot of money in one. 

another option is a gorillapod. they’re far more portable, which means you’re 

more likely to actually take it with you everywhere and use it. 

battery grip - you can get a battery grip for your DSLr that lets you use 

multiple batteries, and shoot more comfortably in the vertical position. these 

accessories are expensive and definitely optional. they make the camera heavier 

and bulkier. try out the camera without one, and you may find you have no need. 

If you are really interested, see if you can borrow one first to try it out before 

investing. we purchased these, thinking they were necessary, and then quickly 

returned them. 

Tripod

http://www.photographyconcentrate.com
http://joby.com/gorillapod
http://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/search?Ntt=battery+grip&N=0&InitialSearch=yes
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opTional 
accessories
filterS - Filters attach to the front of your lens, and have a variety of functions.  the 

most common is the Uv/haze filter that acts to protect the lens and reduce haze, particular-

ly when shooting landscapes. the tricky thing about filters is if you use cheap ones they can 

actually reduce the quality of your photos! If you purchase filters, you have to buy high end 

in order to maintain the quality of the lens you’ve invested in! these definitely aren’t neces-

sary (we don’t currently use any). Just take care of your camera, always use the lens cap and 

you shouldn’t scratch the lens. 

external flaSh - photography is all about light, so you might feel like an expensive 

flash is important. But this is really going to come down to where you are shooting! available 

light is everywhere, from the sun to indoor lighting, and can produce incredible results. In 

fact, learning to use available light is one of the first skills a new photographer should devel-

op! If you’re frequently shooting in very dark situations (like wedding receptions) then a flash 

will be useful. But you don’t always need the most expensive model! It’s more important to 

learn about light, and how to control it, than to get a super fancy flash.

remoteS - you can get remote controls to trigger your camera wirelessly for self-por-

traits, or at intervals to create stop motion sequences. these are super fun, but not neces-

sary. most cameras have a built-in self timer that you can use if you’d like to do self-portraits. 

you can also get these super cheap on eBay if you want to try them out!

Filters

Remote

External
Flash

http://www.photographyconcentrate.com
http://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/search?atclk=Category_UV+%26+Polarizing+Filters&ci=132&phd=4291599900&N=4294205078&cm_sp=Filters-_-Category-_-UV_Polarizing_Filters
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box StoreS - In north america big box stores like Best Buy probably see the 

bulk of consumer camera sales. Buying cameras from box stores can be a frustrat-

ing endeavour as sales people either work on commission and/or don’t have a lot of 

experience with photography themselves. one benefit of purchasing a camera from a 

box store is that the return policy is usually quite favourable to the customer. If you’re 

patient you can also find some sweet sales! 

Specialty camera ShopS - almost every city has a specialty camera 

shop. these shops cater to advanced hobbyist and professional photographers. here 

you’ll find higher end cameras and a greater selection of lenses than box stores. you’ll 

also find a wider variety of higher quality accessories. 

a lot of people talk about supporting your local camera shop, and I understand the 

reasons to support local business, but it’s a topic we have mixed feelings about. our 

local camera shop usually charges quite a bit more than online stores. they also seem 

especially slow to adjust prices based on the canadian/U.S. exchange rate, almost 

always to their advantage. Finally the service we receive is pretty mixed, and we often 

feel neglected as a small photography business. we usually only purchase gear locally 

that we need right away, or equipment that costs too much to ship.

where To buy

http://www.photographyconcentrate.com
http://www.bestbuy.com/
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online - the internet has opened up a huge market for photography enthusiasts 

worldwide! one of the biggest names in online camera sales right now is B&h. this is 

where we purchase most of our equipment from. they have a super wide selection of 

camera gear and usually the best prices. Shipping to canada is generally quite reason-

able, though worldwide shipping is definitely a bit pricier. they have a physical store 

in new york, and it’s said to be a photographer’s wonderland!

amazon is another option for wide selection and equally low prices, but they general-

ly don’t ship higher end equipment worldwide. If you’re living in the U.S. you definitely 

have more options for online shopping! 

buying uSeD - you can save yourself some serious coin by buying used. you 

can buy used online from places like B&h, keh, and eBay. or you can check your local 

classified for cameras. If buying online from one of those sources you can usually be 

sure of the sellers reputation and the quality of gear. If buying from classifieds make 

sure you get the opportunity to examine and test the gear. 

renting - If you’re considering purchasing a new camera or lens, you may want 

to rent it first to really give it a proper try! you can often rent from a local camera 

shop, or there are online rental options like Lensrentals US, Lensrentals canada,   

and Borrow Lenses. a quick google search will pull up more options as well!

where To buy

http://www.photographyconcentrate.com
http://www.bhphoto.com
http://www.amazon.com
http://www.bhphoto.com
http://www.keh.com
http://www.ebay.com
http://www.lensrentals.com/
http://www.lensrentalscanada.com/
http://www.borrowlenses.com/
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most cameras come with a warranty (usually 1 year). this is generally long 

enough to catch any serious problems with the equipment.

extenDeD Warranty - most stores will also offer the opportunity 

to purchase an extended warranty. the decision to purchase an extended war-

ranty is a personal one. See if you have the option to purchase the extended 

warranty at any time within the first year. If your camera breaks within the first 

year and is covered by the warranty then you might want to consider getting 

the extended warranty in case it breaks again after the 1 year warranty expires.

 also if you’re purchasing the camera with a credit card check to see if your 

credit card company offers any sort of automatic warranty extension. Some 

credit card companies will match the original warranty.  

It’s a good idea to find out what a store’s return policy is, in case you’re not 

satisfied with the camera. 

warranTies

http://www.photographyconcentrate.com
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take your time to do some research before you purchase a camera. read a re-

view or two and see what other people are saying about it. Features and stats 

are awesome, but what matters more is how the camera performs in real-world 

situations! 

Dp reVieW  
this is a great place for thorough reviews of virtually every camera! Just a note 

that the site is owned by amazon, but we find the reviews pretty balanced. 

however they can also be pretty overwhelming at times (information overload!)

amazon reVieWS 

another good place to check is the customer reviews on amazon (and B&h). 

hearing the real life experiences others have had with the camera you’re inter-

ested in can definitely help you make an informed decision.

the Digital picture 
this is a great place to check for canon and nikon lens reviews. you’ll also find 

reviews for higher end canon and nikon cameras.

reviews
DP Review

Amazon Reviews

The Digital Picture

http://www.photographyconcentrate.com
http://www.dpreview.com/
http://www.amazon.com
http://www.bhphoto.com
http://www.the-digital-picture.com/
http://www.dpreview.com/
http://www.amazon.com
http://www.the-digital-picture.com/
http://www.dpreview.com/
http://www.amazon.com
http://www.the-digital-picture.com/
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cameras can range dramatically in price, and you can find something for any 

budget. here are some general price ranges you can expect: 

•	 compact point and shoot: $80 - $500

•	 micro 4/3 and mirrorless: $300 - $1,500 

•	 dslr: $480 - $8,000

Something to keep in mind with DSLrs is that the largest investment is gener-

ally with the lenses. as you grow as a photographer you’ll find yourself spend-

ing far more on glass than on the body! make sure to factor that into your 

budget if you get a DSLr!

price
Remember, it’s 
the photographer, 
not the camera, 
that makes a 
great photo! 

http://www.photographyconcentrate.com


38
www.photographyconcentrate.com

once you’ve got that snazzy new camera in your hands, you might want some help 

learning how to get the most out of your investment. well, you’re in luck! we’ve cre-

ated some awesome tutorials to get you skilled, super fast!

a multimedia tutorial that teaches you how to take 

control over your camera, and get creative and 

confident with your photography. In only 3 hours!

learn

extremeLy eSSentIaL camera SkILLS

a video tutorial that teaches you how to 

quickly and easily bring the best out of 

your photos.

a video tutorial that teaches you how to 

design beautiful albums quickly, easily 

and profitably.

SUper photo eDItIng SkILLS aweSome aLBUm DeSIgn SkILLS

http://www.photographyconcentrate.com
http://www.photographyconcentrate.com/awesome-album-design-skills/
http://www.photographyconcentrate.com/super-photo-editing-skills/
http://www.photographyconcentrate.com/extremely-essential-camera-skills/
http://www.photographyconcentrate.com/extremely-essential-camera-skills/
http://www.photographyconcentrate.com/super-photo-editing-skills/
http://www.photographyconcentrate.com/awesome-album-design-skills/
http://www.photographyconcentrate.com/extremely-essential-camera-skills/
http://www.photographyconcentrate.com/super-photo-editing-skills/
http://www.photographyconcentrate.com/awesome-album-design-skills/
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The 
big idea.

well, here we are, at the end. we hope you’ve 
learned a thing or two, and are excited to go find 
your camera. the big idea to remember is simple. 
have fun, and shoot lots!

http://www.photographyconcentrate.com

